CHAPTER IV
THE LEGEND OF THE "POTSDAM COUNCIL"

AFTER the publication of the Kautsky Documents and
the report of the Reichstag Investigating Committee on the
preliminaries of the War, it may seem superfluous again to
refute the legend that, "This greatest of human tragedies
was hatched by the Kaiser and his imperial crew at this
Potsdam conference of July 5, 1914."l It may seem like
"flogging a dead horse." But as it was cited by the Com-
mission of the Peace Conference, presided over by Mr.
Lansing as justification for Art. 231 of the Treaty; as it
has been accepted by MM. Bourgeois and Pages and appears
to be endorsed by President Poincare,2 in spite of the
full documents available to them when they wrote; and
as the legend is still largely believed by those who have
not kept abreast with recent investigations into the causes
of the War, it is perhaps worth while to examine again this
wide-spread legend, as a typical example of the way myths
grow up and flourish during war-time hatred and propa-

The most interesting and picturesque account of the
alleged "Crown Council" at Potsdam on July 5, as well as
the one which had received widest currency, is that given
by Mr, Morgenthau, in the volume just quoted, in a
chapter entitled, "Wangenheim Tells the American Ambas-
sador How the Kaiser Started the War:"
i Henry Morgenthau, Ambassador Morgenthau's Story, N. Yv 1918,
p. 86. This book, which first appeared serially in The World's Work,
beginning May, 1918, was also published in England under the title Secrets
of the Bosphorus, and widely circulated in French and other translations,
%Le$ Origines et Les Responsabilites de La Grande Guerre, Paris,
1921, p. 76; Poincare, IV, 196-199,
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